04109
Particular Topics in U.S. History
(Civil War)

Course Description
This is a semester long course that examines the causes, decisive battles, and outcomes of the American Civil War.  During the course of this semester, students will be given a variety of assessments including test, papers, simulated journals, and various projects.

Outcomes
· To highlight the various events that led to the scission of the southern states.
· To examine the prewar resources of the North and the South.
· Initial battles and early war strategies.
· Examine highlighted battles and pivotal turning points.
· Explore the creation of modern warfare.
· Events that led to the fall of southern resistance.
· The assassination of Lincoln
· The successes and failures of reconstruction.

Grading
(A) 90-100   (B) 80-90   (C) 70-80  (D) 60-70

Attendance
See handbook policy.

Prerequisite 
U.S. History

Text

Additional Readings
Killer Angels

Video Resources
“The Civil War”  (1987) Ken Burns
“Glory “ (1993)
“Birth of a Nation” (1915) 

Projects
Civil War Journal
Additional projects may be assigned
Syllabus
Unit 1: 1820-1840s
Slavery in South; Missouri Comp; Nullification/ tariff crisis; Abolition Movement; Underground Railroad

Unit 2: 1840s-1860
Compromise of 1850; Uncle Tom's Cabin; Kansas-Nebraska Act/ Bleeding Kan; Dred Scott; Lincoln-Douglas Debates; John Brown's raid; Election of 1860

Unit 3: 1861-1862
Succession; Pre-war conditions and resources for both sides; Strategies; Style of fighting/ weapons; 1st bull run; Shiloh; New Orleans; 2nd bull run; Antietam; Emancipation

Unit 4: 1862-1864
Fredericksburg; Chancellorsville; Gettysburg; Gettysburg Address; Vicksburg; Military Technology, Casualties

Unit 5: 1864-1865
54th Mass/ black troops/Ft. Wagner; Chickamauga/ Chattanooga; Spotsylvania/ Cold Harbor; Sherman's March; Petersburg; Ending the war; Lincoln’s Assassination

Unit 6: 1865+
Reconstruction 


