Course Outline – Ms. Knott

Spanish V
2011-2012
¡Hola y bienvenido/a a la clase de español V!  I am pleased to have you as a student and am looking forward to seeing your Spanish language skills improve!  This is the first year for Spanish V, so it will be a learning experience for all of us.  Communication, written and oral, will be the goal this year, as well as grammar.  You will gain a better understanding of how the language works.  Spanish V is a continuation of Spanish IV.  You will also continue to learn about the cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.  Read the following for a detailed explanation of the class.

Methodology

I will use a new and innovative method of teaching designed to imitate the way you learned and retained your first language.  This method is called TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling).  Go to the following link for more information:  





http://www.blaineraytprs.com

Traditional grammar-based lessons will also be part of the learning process.

Classroom Conduct

Treatment of self and others – One aspect of my job as an educator is to provide you with a safe learning environment.  For this reason, I expect you to treat yourself and others with respect.  Respect in the classroom is of the utmost importance.  BE NICE.
Cheating – Cheating of any sort will not be tolerated.  All students involved will receive a zero and your parents will be notified.  Using internet translators or another student’s work are off limits, and considered cheating.  Ask ME for help!  That’s what I’m here for!

Grading – Class work

Your grades will be based on the five aspects of learning a foreign language:  reading, writing, listening, speaking and culture.  Assignments assessing your ability to perform in each of these areas will be given throughout the year.  Retakes will not be allowed; however, because language acquisition is naturally comprehensive, you will have the opportunity to demonstrate understanding of older concepts on each new assessment.  Improved performance and progress will be considered in your final grade.

Participation and Grading

Participation in and outside of class is essential to learning Spanish.  In order to participate you must attend class regularly, on time.  The following paragraphs explain my expectations concerning your participation in this class in the following areas.

In class – In this class we do various activities that require you to listen to and speak Spanish.  You are expected to be on task.  Your in-class performance in the language will be graded.

Outside Practice – The outside practice activities I assign will support your learning in class.  You are expected to complete these activities conscientiously; your participation in this area will be graded.

Participation – You will be given five (5) points each day for arriving to class on time, bringing proper materials, following class rules, participation, etc.  If you are absent (for any reason) you may earn these points back.  Go to the website for your Spanish class and print off the assignment sheet for the day(s) you were absent and hand it in.  This MUST be handed in at the 
beginning of class on the day you return or no credit will be given.  No exceptions.
Materials/Attendance

Being on time to class, as well as being prepared with your materials are integral parts of being a good Spanish student.  It is difficult to acquire a foreign language when you are not in class regularly.  Be familiar with the student handbook attendance policy!  Zeros may be given on assignments/quizzes/tests/etc. after eight absences.

For this class you will need to bring the following materials: 

· Planner

· Notebook (for Spanish only)

· Folder (for Spanish only)

· Handouts

· Pen or pencil

· Book (if applicable)

*During Spanish class we will focus on SPANISH!  What a concept, right?!  You are not allowed to work on other homework.  This includes leaving the room to work on other projects and/or attend lessons.

Absences --  Please be aware of the attendance policy in the student handbook.  In this class you are responsible for getting make up work when you are absent.  Lesson plans are posted on the Spanish website daily (during my 7th hour prep), along with the necessary handouts when available.  Check this website and download/print when instructed.  You are to bring the necessary handouts to class with you when you return.

Tardies – Three tardies to class in a semester will earn you 30 minutes of quality time with me.  This detention must be served within two days of being assigned and may be served either before or after school. You are to let me know when you will serve and I will be ready for you.  Refer to the student handbook for additional tardies.

Leaving the room -- You are allowed 4 trips out of the room each semester.  You MUST take your planner with you and only one student is allowed to leave at a time.  Use your trips wisely!  

Laptops – If/when laptops arrive, you will use them when instructed to do so and for the intended purpose only.  If I have to ask you to put your computer away to start class, to get back on task, etc., you will serve a detention with me.  Rules may be added or amended throughout the school year if needed.  Please refer to the student handbook regarding proper computer/network/internet usage.  

Cell Phones – Cell phones will be confiscated and turned into the office if they are seen and/or heard.  No exceptions.

Grades will based on total points in the following categories:

· Tests/Quizzes

· Word of the Day quizzes

· Daily Work/Projects

· Participation

Assignments that are graded will reflect the use of the following grading scale:

A+
99% - 100%

A
95% - 98%

A-
93% - 94%

B+
91% - 92%

B
87% - 90%

B-
85% - 86%

C+
82% - 84%

C
74% - 81%

C-
71% - 73%

D+
68% - 70%

D
63% - 67%

D-
60% - 62%

                        F
59% and below

