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	Content
	Skills
	Essential Questions
	Assessment

	August

	Vocabulary

Government types

Political theories

Government duties


	Explain why there is a need for government.

Identify the various forms of government and be able to list different characteristics of each.

What is the perfect government or is there such a thing?

Recognize duties of citizens

How are we socialized
	Why do we need a govt.?

What does our government do?

What are the different types of government?

What is our role as citizens

What are the different ways that a person can be involved in the government?


	Quizzes

Worksheets

Classroom discussion

Readings

Study guides

	September
	Vocabulary

Articles of confederation

Virginia and New Jersey plan

The constitution

Democracy

Bill of rights

Shay’s Rebellion


	Identify the different economic systems.

Analyze the articles of confederation.

Interpret the meaning of the constitution.

Identify compromises made in the Virginia and New Jersey plan.

Recognize the beginnings of the United States Democracy
	How did America come to have the government that it has today?

What are the origins of democracy?

Why did the Articles of confederation fail?

What is the constitution and how did it come about?

What happened at the constitutional convention?


	Quizzes 

Worksheets

Classroom discussion

Essays

Objective tests

Debate



	October
	Vocabulary

Constitution

Political Parties

Voters

Voter Behavior

Electoral process


	Read summary of U.S. Constitution.

Identify the major political parties and identify 3rd parties

Evaluate the role of political parties.

List the different types of political parties.

Demonstrate an understanding of the electoral process.

Describe why people do and do not vote in America
	What does the constitution say and do for Americans

What are the different political parties?

Who does and doesn’t vote in America and why?

What is the electoral college and what does it work?

What is it like to run a campaign for president
	Quizzes

Worksheet

Classroom Discussion

Essays

Objective tests

Political party activity

Daily assignments and reading

	November
	Legislative branch

U.S. House of Representatives

U.S. Senate

Presidency

Executive Branch

Term Limits

Executive powers

Cabinet


	Analyze the role of the media in U.S. politics.

Evaluate the importance of the legislative branch.

Interpret how the legislative branch functions.

Recognize the qualifications for being a member of the house and senate.

Analyze the role of the executive branch.

Memorize the qualifications for the president.

Understand the role of the cabinet.


	Why do we need a legislative branch and what does it do?

What role does it play in the system of checks and balance?

What are the qualification for being a member of both houses?

Why do we call the senate the upper house?

 Who succeeds the president?

What is the role of the cabinet?

What are the president’s executive powers?

What are the qualifications to be president?


	Quizzes

Worksheets

Classroom Discussion

Essays

Posters and other visual aids

Objective tests

Presentations

Daily assignments

	December
	Judicial Branch 

Constitutional courts

Special courts

Supreme Court

Judicial review

Iowa’s State government
	Interpret the purpose of the Judicial branch.

Evaluate the major federal court.

Examine the role of the supreme court.

Analyze judicial review.

Evaluate our state government.
	Why do we have a federal court system?

Why is the supreme court the final say in the land? 

What is Judicial review?

How is our state government ran?
	Quizzes

Worksheets

Classroom Discussion

Essays

Posters and other visual aids

Objective tests

Presentations

Daily assignments


