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	Content
	Skills
	Essential Questions
	Assessment

	August
	“Matters of Life and Death”

          Literature Unit

The Gift of the Magi
          by O. Henry

	*  Enjoy reading short stories.
*  Define & identify literary terminology—especially fiction.
*  Analyze literary elements in short stories.

*  Apply strategies for reading short stories.

*  Define and understand new vocabulary.

	1.  How can completing this unit enable students to see how characters who experience critical, yet sometimes simple or unexpected, events that threaten their sense of well-being and reveal their values, characteristics, and approaches to life and their understanding of death?
	*  Completion of end questions.
*  Selection Quick Checks

*  Vocabulary Worksheets


	September
	The Open Window

          by Saki
Before the End of Summer

          by Grant Moss Jr.
The Lady, or the Tiger?

          by Frank R. Stockton
The Most Dangerous Game

          by Richard Connell
	*  Identify parts of speech with vocabulary

*  Understand conflict when applied to literature

*  Identify author’s works
	2.  How will this unit enable students to escape from the commonplace and learn about the experiences of others?

3.  Why is it important to increase and develop  vocabulary?

	*  Exams :  Define

               Multiple Choice

               Matching

               Identify

               Fill in the Blank

               Compare / Contrast

               Essay



	October
	The Cask of Amontillado

          by Edgar Allan Poe
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Wm. Shakespeare 

     *  History and General Info.

Romeo and Juliet

Literary Terminology:

     Alliteration, Allusion, Blank

     Verse, Pun, Soliloquy, 

     Symbol, Tragedy, etc

	*  Identify/ state author biographical information

*  Read and understand for enjoyment
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
*  Define Terminology

*  Understand and Define

        new vocabulary

*  Identify / state author

        information

*  Read aloud and silently

       Shakespearean language
*  Complete Guided Notes


	4.  How will this unit help to sharpen the students’ sensitivity to the skill an author employs in building suspense, in foreshadowing events, and in using imaginative language?
5.  How will understanding conflict and resolution help in understanding literature?

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
1.  Why is it important for you, as a member of society, to know historical information about William Shakespeare?


	~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

*  Completion of guided notes.


	November
	Vocabulary

Videos :   1968

     
	*  Understand Shakespearean

       language

*  Understand and remember

       essential parts of Romeo &
      Juliet.

	2.  Why should you know the plot of Romeo and Juliet?

3.  How will this increase understanding of the elements and techniques of Shakespearean drama?

4.  Why is it important to understand Shakespearean language?

5.  How will Romeo and Juliet help students understand the timeless concept of love and relationships?


	*  Exam:  Fill in the Blank

                ~Author information

                ~R & J background info

                Matching (lit. terms)

                Matching (vocabulary)

                Multiple Choice

                Essay


	December
	The Writing Process:

     Prewriting

     Write 1st Draft

     Evaluate

     Revise

     Proofread / Edit

     Final Draft         

*  Expository


	*  Prewriting

*  Writing

*  Evaluating

*  Revising

*  Proofreading/Editing

*  Create an explain / inform essay

	1.  Why is it important to understand and use a process when writing?

2.  How do you gather info for different types of essays?

3.  What kind of information is needed for different types of essays?


	Exam:  The steps to and understanding of The Writing Process

*  1 – 1 ½  page (double spaced)

typed  Expository Essay



	January
	*  Persuasive

*  Narrative


	*  Create an issue essay using facts

*  Create a narrative based on a chosen photo that includes speaking characters

	4.  What benefits are there from learning to write for different audiences?

5.  Why should students learn to write creatively and with speaking characters?


	*  1 – 1 ½  page (double spaced) typed Persuasive Essay

*  Approx. 1500 word Narrative. 



	February
	The Research Project:

  *  Research
  *  Collaborative Working
  *  Gather Information

*  Organize Information
*  Outline
	*  Prepare and use a working bibliography.

*  Prepare and use a working outline.

*  Correctly gather, organize, and document information.

*  Prepare, organize, and use appropriate note cards.

*  Prepare and use an organized final outline.

	1.  Why is it important to know how to research?

2.  Why must one use proper formatting when completing formal writings?

3.  How are proper written and oral communication skills used in the work world?

	*  Working Bibliography

*  Working Outline

*  Note Cards


	March
	*  Document Information

 *  Works Cited
*  Research Paper

  *Written Communication skills

  *  Oral Communication   

         Skills 

*  Computer Skills

	*  Utilize accurate documentation.

*  Prepare a 3-4-page typed research paper including:  

      *  Title page

      *  Outline

      *  Text

      *  Works Cited

*  Design & create visual displays

*  Follow standard rules of speaking in giving a 5 minute oral presentation.
	4.  Why are good organization skills important in life?

5.  How / why are computer skills necessary?

6. What can be learned from working in groups?


	*  Typed Research Paper

          *Title page

          *Outline

          *Text

          *Works Cited

*  Collage

*  Oral Presentations



	April
	The Odyssey by Homer
Information about the Author

Literary Terminology: Suspense, Conflict, Plot,

     Imaginative Language, 

     Foreshadowing, Climax,                 

     Myth, Epic, etc.
	*  Understand Mythology

*  Read aloud Greek Mythology


	1.  Why should one understand mythology and its importance?


	*  Completion of Guided Notes

*  Class Discussion

	May
	Vocabulary

Greek gods & goddesses

Video:

     The Odyssey, 1977
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