IDENTIFICATION AND SELECTION OF STUDENTS

Instrument used for Identification:

     All elementary students in grades Kdg-3rd  in the Underwood School District are screened for participation in Title I programs with the ITBS tests and the baseline reading test.  These tests are administered in the first semester of the school year.  Students are eligible for the following school year if they score at or below the 40th percentile rank on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills in reading comprehension or math total, based on the national norms or below grade level on the baseline reading test. Parent or teacher referrals will also be considered.  A student may be moved in or out of the program any time throughout the school year.

     Kindergarten students will be screened with the DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills).  Students will qualify for services if they score in the at-risk or deficit status on at least 2 tests or if they score in the some risk or emerging status in 3 or more tests.

Process for selecting students from this pool:

     After the screening process is complete, the list of students eligible for Title I involvement is reviewed. Using the data from these tests, the homeroom teacher, principal, parents, and Title I teacher must decide who will be served by the Title I program.  Parental consent is a must at this point in the procedure.  The roster of students may vary as students’ classroom performance varies and they leave the program, or as other students are accepted into the program.

Provisions for referred students:

     If a student is referred for Title I help, parental consent must be received and a standardized test score below the criterion must be met for students in grade 3.  If the ITBS score is above the criterion and a student is referred, the student may still receive services if their baseline reading test score is below grade level and they are at risk of failing. Students in grade Kdg-2 may qualify for Title I services if the parent, teacher, and Title I teacher feel the student may benefit from this placement with evidence from their ITBS scores, the baseline reading test, or daily work that shows the child is at risk in reading. 

Exited the Program

     Students may exit the program any time during the school year.  Students will be dismissed from the program by showing grade level performance in the classroom, performance on the ITBS above the 41st percentile rank, and/or parent and teacher referral.  The student will only be dismissed from the program after consultation with the classroom teacher, parent, student, and Title I teacher.  

Other Considerations:

     Students in the Special Education classroom for reading or math cannot be in that specific respective Title I program.  Students whose parents object to their placement will not be served.  Teachers, the principal and parents will help make that decision.

     There is no maximum or minimum of students that can be served although 40-50 is the average range for a full time Title I teacher.

PARENT AND TEACHER INVOLVEMENT

PROGRAM GOALS AND METHODS
    Parents are encouraged to be involved with their children’s education.  In the Underwood Title I program, the following provisions are made to keep parents well informed.

1. A letter is sent home in the fall, informing parents that their child is eligible for   Title I help.

2. In the fall, a meeting involving teachers, parents, and the principal is conducted.  This meeting is held for the purpose of explaining objectives and procedures of Title I.  Questions and concerns are addressed and any other help that we can offer is provided.  Input from parents is encouraged.  Invitations to encourage attendance are sent out prior to the meeting, which is held at the time of fall Parent-Teacher conferences.

3. Conferences are available to parents of Title I students anytime during the school year.

4. Notes will be sent home at the end of each unit by the Title I teacher, informing parents of how the students are performing and what activities the Title I teacher and students are doing.

5. Teachers have the opportunity to provide input for the Title I program.  In the spring, they are consulted to help evaluate who will benefit most from Title I assistance.  Teachers are regularly consulted about the progress of each child receiving assistance from Title I.  Title I instruction is linked directly to classroom instruction as a support of skills introduced in the regular classroom.

6. Teachers and parents will fill out an end of the year survey to help evaluate the Title I program.

TESTING

     We use the Iowa Test of Basic Skills and the baseline reading test to evaluate all students grade 1-5.  Students in kindergarten will be evaluated using the DIBELS test.  

GRADE PLACEMENT

     The Title I teacher has at his/her disposal several devices to help determine grade placement of students.  

     Our Scott Foresman Reading Series has a testing program including baseline tests and benchmark tests.   These tests assess phonemic awareness, phonics, high frequency words, listening comprehension and fluency.

    We also have materials from the Curriculum Based Evaluation Workshop presented by AEA 13.  The workshop consisted of training in assessment designed to diagnose reading difficulties and develop interventions in reading, based on diagnostic findings.

        The STAR reading and math tests, the Early Literacy test and Success Maker assess each student and provide information about their reading and math abilities.

DUTIES OF THE TITLE I TEACHER

     The Title I teacher provides supplemental services.  This means that the teacher gives support to the reading and math instruction given by homeroom teachers.  The children receive regular classroom instruction in the reading and math areas by their classroom teachers.  The Title I teachers job is to serve in addition to that instruction, and to assist the students and teachers.

     The Title I teachers tries to be at each homeroom at the time the identified students have their reading and math.  There are some instances where the Title I teacher will pull out a few students to work with them individually.  These students are not missing any instruction given by their classroom teachers when they are working with the Title I teacher.

     The Title I teacher works closely with the homeroom teacher of each student.  After the teacher gives instruction, the Title I teacher is able to supplement his or her instruction by monitoring students to help those having difficulties.  The Title I teacher supplements the teacher’s instruction with games and activities over the skills they are learning in the regular classroom.

SERVICE DELIVERY

CHARACTERISTICS OF A LEGAL TITLE I IN-CLASS PROJECT

· Whole group instruction is provided by the regular classroom teacher

· After whole group instruction, the regular classroom teacher is available to assist Title I as well as non-Title I students

· The Title I teacher assists the Title I students; interaction with the non-Title students is minimal

· The reason for the Title I teacher being in the classroom is to focus on the Title I students

· Joint planning between the classroom and Title I teacher is a key element in this model

