Literature

(AMERICAN LITERATURE – MASTERPIECES)
  COURSE OUTLINE


     YOU HAVE ELECTED TO TAKE THIS COURSE TO READ, STUDY, AND UNDERSTAND SOME OF THE MOST HIGHLY RESPECTED AND WIDELY READ LITERATURE WRITTEN BY AMERICAN AUTHORS.  IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE A FOUNDATION OR BACKGROUND IN THESE LITERARY MASTERPIECES AS IT IS PART OF OUR COMMON HERITAGE AS AMERICANS AND IS REFERENCE FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE LITERARY WORKS.  THIS LITERATURE REPRESENTS AND REFLECTS AMERICA AS IT WAS, IS, AND COULD BE.

     IN THIS COURSE YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR:
1.  INFORMATION GIVEN ABOUT THE AUTHORS AND THEIR WORKS,
2.  DOING THE ACTUAL READING OF THE MATERIAL - FOR COMPREHENSION,
     UNDERSTANDING, MEANING, INTERPRETATION, AND EVALUATION
3.  IMPROVING YOUR VOCABULARY,
4.  RECOGNIZING, NAMING, AND DISCUSSING LITERARY TECHNIQUES USED BY
     THE AUTHORS,
5.  WRITING ABOUT THE AUTHORS AND THEIR WORKS IN ORDER TO PROVE
     YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE AUTHORS AND THEIR
     WORKS.

YOUR GRADE WILL BE FIGURED ON:
 A 50 / 50 SPLIT - HOMEWORK/PARTICIPATION AND QUIZZES/TESTS

DEPENDING ON THE BOOK, HOMEWORK MAY INCLUDE:
VOCABULARY, SUMMARIES, WRITTEN ANSWERS TO DISCUSSION QUESTIONS, EXAMPLES OF LITERARY ELEMENTS, ETC.

TESTS ARE OVER EACH BOOK AND INCLUDE OBJECTIVE AND ESSAY/SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

YOUR GRADE IS FIGURED USING THE FOLLOWING SCALE:
                        
                     93 - 100 A
                     85 -  92  B
                     71 -  84  C
                     60 -  70  D
                      0  -  59  F
CLASSROOM RULES AND PROCEDURES:

1.  Be nice.

2.  Be here on time with everything you need.  (Do your assignments before 
     you come to class – no “hurry up” finishing before the bell rings.  Points
     off if you have to go back to your locker.  Partial credit for incomplete 
     assignments is given.  Half credit is given for work a day late – zero 
     credit after that.)  DO THE READING ASSIGNMENTS!

3. Class time will be spent on work pertinent to this class.  (Do not work
on assignments for other classes.  Reading is allowed and encouraged 
if you finish what is assigned for the day.  Use the rest room before you come to class; stay in your seat until the bell rings.)  Absolutely no wasting time!

4. Make-up work will be taken care of before or after school (see participation grade).  If you are absent, have an admit slip when you come to class the next day, or it is an automatic 15 minute detention.  I will enforce the over 8 day absent policy by giving no credit for any work missed on days absent after 8.

5. Participate in discussions and activities in a positive manner.  

Detentions are assigned for violations of the rules.  They must be taken care of with me before or after school.  Arrange to make them up within a few days.


Books studied may include the following

My Antonia by Willa Cather

White Fang by Jack London

Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Peck
USE THIS FORMAT FOR YOUR DAILY READING - WRITING ASSIGNMENT:


NAME OF WORK:

AUTHOR OF WORK:

VOCABULARY:






CHARACTERS INVOLVED:




WHAT HAPPENS:












TO NOTE:  ANY PARTICULAR TECHNIQUES OR ITEMS OF INTEREST (IRONY,
CONFLICT, SETTING, REFERENCE TO SOMETHING, RELATIONSHIPS TO OTHER
WORKS OR YOUR LIFE)

