Musical Theatre Syllabus
Mr. Mohlis


Overview

Musical Theatre will look at the history and development of the musical and its connections to both the drama and music worlds.  Students will explore the development of musicals in terms of music, acting styles, staging, lighting, costumes, and social themes.  This course will begin in the late 19th century and focus primarily on the development of musicals in the 20th century, ending with a glimpse of current 21st century trends.

Daily Participation

Each day, different students will give presentations on musical or concepts of musicals.  Students are expected to follow all requirements of presentations and engage the listener through questions and good presentation skills.

Students are also expected to participate in everyday class discussions.  Students should be thinking of questions or giving comments on material presented.  A grade will be given everyday for participation.

Attendance

Students are expected to attend class everyday.  Since this class heavily relies on presentations and daily participation, missing class can drastically affect your grade.  Students should notify the instructor of planned absence and make sure to get all coursework made up within the given time allowed.

Presentations

All students will research specific musicals and present these to the class.  Some presentations will be more informal and others more formal.  Students will receive a rubric for presentations and are expected to meet all requirements.

Listening Exams

Students will take five listening exams through the semester.  At the beginning of each “unit” in the class, a list of songs and their information will be given to each student.  If students provide a blank CD, the instructor will copy the soundtracks of the music for students to study.  Students will be required to identify the song from a listening sample during the test and provide all other information about the musical.




Musical Theatre Project

Toward the end of the semester, students will begin the Musical Theatre Project.  Students can choose from a presentation or a research paper.  Topics can span from a specific music, a genre of musicals, lighting, staging, costumes, directing, and many other options.  With an okay from the instructor, students will spend 3 to 4 weeks working on their projects.  At the end of this time period, students will give presentations or hand in papers for a grade.



Grading

Grading will be weighted and letter grades will be assigned based on the following grading scale.

30% Daily Participation
30% Presentations
20% Listening Exams
10% Semester Project
10% Attendance

Grading Scale

99-100		A+
94-98		A
90-93		A-
87-89		B+
84-86		B
80-83		B-
77-79		C+
74-76		C
70-73		C-
67-69		D+
64-66		D
60-63		D-
59 and below	F
