Underwood Middle School

6th Grade Reading, English and Study Skills Syllabus

Teacher:  Ms. Henson               Phone:  566-2332                Email:  dhenson@underwood.k12.ia.us
Textbooks:  Glencoe Literature Reading with Purpose, McGraw Hill, 2007; Glencoe Language Arts Grammar and Language, McGraw Hill, 2007

Novels:  Maniac McGee, Island of the Blue Dolphin, Walk Two Moons, The Egypt Game, Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The Celebrated Jumping Frog and other Stories.

Learning and Developmental Goals

By the end of the sixth grade, students will:

1.  Draw upon a variety of strategies to comprehend, interpret, analyze and evaluate what he or she reads.

2. Write for different audiences and purposes.

3. Recognize, demonstrate, and analyze the qualities of effective communication.

4. Access and use information from a variety of appropriately selected sources to extend his or her knowledge.

Introduction

The goal of the language arts program is to develop lifelong readers and writers.  Students will apply their knowledge and skills and expand their use of language.  This course enables students to study the elements of language arts through the study of short stories, nonfiction, drama, poetry, novels, and various writing units.  A strong emphasis will be placed on comprehension and vocabulary development both in reading and writing.  The students will also utilize listening and speaking skills through out the year.

Instructional Units and Sequencing (this schedule is subject to change)

Reading



    English                                                         Writing

	Unit 1
	Instructional Media
	Unit 1
	Subj, predicate & sentences
	Narrative Story

	Unit 2
	Biographies & Autobiographies, Novel
	Unit 2
	Nouns
	Descriptive story

	Unit 3
	Persuasive Writings
	Unit 3
	Verbs
	Persuasive Writing

	Unit 4
	Poetry
	Unit 4
	Pronouns
	Writing Poetry

	Unit 5
	Short Stories
	Unit 5
	Adjectives
	Expository Writing

	Unit 6
	Folktale/Fantasy/Myths

Novel
	Unit 6

Unit 7
	Adverbs

Prepositions, Conj, Inject.
	“How To” Speech

	Unit 7
	Historical Fiction/Nonfiction
	Unit 8
	Capitalization
	

	Unit 8
	Drama
	Unit 9
	Punctuation
	


Because our primary goal is to maximize student achievement, material may be added, deleted, and/or substituted at the teacher’s discretion based upon the individual needs, levels, and learning styles of each class.  Creative projects, written assignments, and supplemental materials may be included also throughout the year as opportunities arise.  

Second Chance Reading is your opportunity to become a proficient reader.  You will be doing this by reading as many books as you can, and by reading books that stretch your mind and challenge you.   The table below shows you what point values you earn based on book level and length.  It is up to you to keep a record of your book points on your reading record in your folder.  A large part of your grade will be weekly reading logs.  Students will bring home a new log at the beginning of each week.  The log is then due on the following Monday.  Since our goal is to become proficient readers student must read daily (at least 20 minutes is required for the reading log.). 
Book point value table

Type of Book


Approx. # of pages


Point Value

Easy/shorter



less than 125



      1

Medium


      125-225



      2

Difficult


       225-325



      3

Lengthy


Over 325 pages


    4-6

Below is a table showing the book point requirements for each grade.  If you are striving for an “A” in this class you will need to read an average of at least 100 pages per week.  

Time Frame

A

B

C

D

F

1st & 2nd Q 9 weeks
9+

7-8

5-6

4

0-3

3rd & 4th Q 9 weeks
13+

10-12

7-9

5-6

0-4
Weekly Schedule

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Vocab for Read Aloud, Vocab. cards
	Read Aloud, Think Aloud, Comprehension Activity
	Reading Skill Lesson, Independent reading
	Individual vocab cards, vocabulary pairs
	Vocabulary pairs, vocab test, independent read, fluency test


Assessing, Evaluating, and Recording Students’ Progress

Student grades are determined using the Middle School grading scale, which is posted in the room.  Grading is based on a weighting system as indicated below.  


Reading


English




Grading Scale

Independent Reading
40%

Daily Assignments 
40%

100-92
      A

Comprehension
30%

Tests & Quizzes
40%

91-84
      B

Vocabulary

20%

Writings

20%

83-74         C

Fluency

10%                                                                                      73-65
      D
Students are required to keep everything passed out to them or back to them in their reading and English folders.  At the end of each quarter, work will be selected to put in their portfolios.

Study Skills

I will also be teaching Study Skills as part to the 6th grade Exploratory classes.  It will be part of the 4 day rotation during 4th period.  The goal for Study Skills class is to help students with strategies to improve their grades in less time.  There are resources for every student, regardless of whether you generally find school difficult or are simply looking for ways to maximize your study time.

Content:  setting goals, organization (using student planner), asking questions, reading text books, taking and studying notes, studying for and taking tests, recording progress and following directions.  

Rules

Classroom rules are posted in the classroom.  My classroom rules are simple and easy to follow.  



BE PROMPT




-Be in your seat before the final bell rings



BE PREPARED




-Have your materials every day




-Bring a novel to class every day



BE POLITE




-Respect other people and their belongings (including yourself and me)

Behavior marks are given when the rules can not be followed.  Behavior marks will given for the following




Tardy to class (classroom rule 1)




Return to locker after bell rings (classroom rule 2)




Incomplete work (classroom rule 2)




Disrespect (classroom rule 3)




Chewing gum (classroom rule 3)

At the end of each quarter, student earning less than 3 behavior marks in a class period and having no more than 2 Ds or no Fs will be invited to attend the Social & Academic (SAS) activity.  

I have read and understand the above syllabus.

_________________________
      


____________________________

Student’s Signature





Parent’s Signature      










