English Language Arts IV

 (Senior English)
     The focus in Senior English is on refining students' writing and literary interpretation skills in preparation for college.

     Students will write a variety of types of papers including creative writing, expository writing, and the writing of research papers.  Papers are expected to be grammatically correct (free of errors in capitalization, punctuation, spelling, usage, etc.)  All papers are to be handed in on time.  You will be given a lower grade for work that is handed in late.

     Literature studied is British and European.

     Students will keep journals to help with original written pieces and to aid in the interpretation of literature.  Students are to have their journals with them every day.  Some journal entries besides students' own thoughts and attempts at creative writing may include writing about literature - plot summary - character analysis - description of setting - discussion of theme - author's use of various techniques (irony, suspense, etc.) comparison/contrast - any particular thoughts on a certain piece of literature.

Specific units covered are

1.  Conflict 

2.  Heroes
3.  Expressive and Imaginative Writing

4.  British Poetry - Medieval through 20th Century

5.  Choice and Consequence - MacBeth
6.  Research Paper

7.  Foibles - The Miser
8.  Critics of Society – “A Modest Proposal”

Classroom Rules

1. Be nice.

2.  Be here on time with everything you need.  (Do your assignments before you come to class -- 
     no “hurry up” finishing before the bell rings.  Points off if you have to go back to your locker.  

     Partial credit for incomplete assignments is given.  Half credit is given for work a day late – 

     Zero credit after that.)

3. Class time will be spent on work pertinent to this class.  (Do not work on assignments for other classes.  Reading is allowed and encouraged if you finish what is assigned for the day.  Use the rest room before you come to class; stay in your seat until the bell rings.)  Absolutely no wasting time!

4. Make-up work will be taken care of before or after school (see participation grade).  If you are absent, have an admit slip when you come to class the next day, or it is an automatic 15 minute detention.  I will enforce the over 8 day absent policy by giving no credit for any work missed on days absent after 8.

5. Participate in discussions and activities in a positive manner.  

Detentions are assigned for violations of the rules.  They must be taken care of with me before or 
after school.  Arrange to make them up within a few days.

Grading system:

Points in this class will be earned in three categories:


Homework, Classwork, Participation:  40%

Quizzes, Tests, and Papers:  40%

Independent Reading:  20%  
(High School Building policy now must include a daily participation grade which, in here, is incorporated in the first category.  This will consist of points earned for whatever we are doing that day in class, for example, reading, note-taking, writing, working at the computers, etc.  If you are absent, in order to earn those points, you must come in before or after school to see me about what you missed.  In most cases, you will just do whatever it is that you missed at that time.  Sometimes, I can give you an alternative assignment.  You will need to see me between 8:00 – 8:10 in the morning or right at 3:30 in the afternoon.  Students who prior out in advance will arrange a time with me when I sign their priors.)

The Language Department grading scale is as follows:
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