Underwood HS Choir Handbook
Director: Mr. Eric D. Mohlis

Vision
We will use music as our vehicle to build a desire to strive for excellence, move forward with purpose, and create a life with joyful learning by creating ownership within ourselves for the outcomes we achieve.
Choirs
Concert Choir: Grades 9-12.  Choir rehearses everyday and will look at music from the Baroque Period to 21st Century.  Members will work on theory concepts, ear training, sight-reading, breath management, and choral technique.  Voice lessons required throughout year.  This group will compete throughout the year at competitions.  The UHS Concert Choir will also perform at all home concerts.  Availability is required.  All conflicts must be addressed one on one with Mr. Mohlis immediately.
Bozo Boys: Grades 9-12.  This is an auditioned group of male singers that meet outside of the school day.  This group rehearses Monday evenings from 7pm-9pm.  This group will focus on literature ranging from madrigals to current pop hits.  This group will tour in the spring and perform in scheduled concerts and school events.  Availability is a must!  Concert choir is a requirement.

Diva Dolce:  Grades 9-12.  This is an auditioned group of female singers that meet outside of the school day.  This group rehearses Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 6:50am-8:00am.  This group will focus on literature ranging from madrigals to current pop hits.  This group will tour in the spring and perform in scheduled concerts and school events.  Availability is a must!  Concert choir is a requirement.

Expectations
1. Teamwork helps create a community and family within the choir.  Everyone must accept everyone for the individual they are and appreciate their special part within the ensemble.  Everyone is important and we must work together to make sure everyone understands and feels that principle.
2. Respect for the choir, your peers, your director, and yourself is mandatory.  I will not tolerate any sort of disrespect.  Everyone is here for a reason and wants to be a part of this group.  You are young adults, you know how to be respectful.
3. Goals for you and for the choir are important in growing as a group and as individuals.  We must be able to know what we want to accomplish and how to get there.  Never start your day in this class without a goal.  It is impossible to improve with out it.
4. Enjoy music!  Music is important to be a balanced person.  Even if your favorite music is not choral literature, you like some type of music.  Try your best to enjoy what we do here and feel free to share with me what music you like.  We are here to make and celebrate all types of music!
5. Trust me!  My methods can seem odd and I can seem demanding.  I do this because I can see your potential and am driven to see you reach it.  It is scary to put your voice in the hands of another person.  Trust that what I ask you to do is within your grasp and will help you become better singers and people!
Concerts
Concerts are mandatory.  There will be at least one concert per quarter.
Fall Concert

Winter/Christmas Concert

POPS Concert
Viking Cup Concert Choir Invitational

Underwood Eagle Choral Competition
Large Group

Spring Concert
TBA-Abraham Lincoln Concert Choir Competition

TBA-Des Moines Area Concert Choir Competition
Also, the choir may at times be volunteered to sing somewhere outside the school day and the choir will be required to do these performances.  Students will be given adequate notification and are expected to be there unless otherwise agreed upon with the director.
Required Apperal
This year, everyone will need to have the standard UHS Concert Choir Polo.  When we have performances during the day or for school, I will default to this as our uniform.  With this, students must wear black shoes, black socks, and Khakis pants.

Concert Attire

Choir will be robed for all concerts.  Underneath the robe, men must wear a white t-shirt (must have sleeves), black dress pants, and black shoes with black socks.

Women are to wear a white t-shirt (with sleeves), black dress pants or a black skirt with panty hoes, and black dress shoes (high heals: heal should be no bigger than one inch).
Travel Attire

From time to time, the choir will travel to sing for special events.  When on the road, we serve as ambassadors for Underwood Community Schools and must present our school and ourselves with respect.  When traveling for contest, tour, or any other destination, students need to follow these guidelines:

Shirt: Polo, Button-down, nice sweater, nice blouse…NO T-SHIRTS!

Pant: Skirt, Khakis, Dress Pants
Shoes: Nice shoes, closed-toe, NO tennis shoes or flip-flops
Attendance and Tardies
Rehearsals will be fast paced and a lot of material will be covered in rehearsals.  Always try to be at all rehearsals.  If you know you will miss rehearsal for something else, let me know at least 24 hours in advance.  This helps keep you up to speed with our schedule.  I understand illness and other events happen.  If this is the case, talk to me right away to find out what you need to make sure you catch up on.  These are considered excused and you do not need to worry.  If you have unexcused absences, they will affect your grade as follows:

One unexcused absences: highest grade possible is 95% and time is made up with me before or after school; schools officials will be notified as necessary

Two unexcused absences: highest grade possible is 90% and time is made up with me before or after school; call will be made home

Three unexcused absences: highest grade possible is 80% and you are put on probation; parents will be called and principal will be informed; spend time before or after school with me for a week making up time

Four unexcused absences: Removed from choir

Tardies are considered one ½ of an unexcused absence.  Time will be spent before or after school with me to make up time.
Conduct

Drinking: Any violations for drinking will be taken seriously.  Students will be subject to all school policies and will have a one-on-one meeting with me to discuss your participation in this program.

Illegal Drugs: Any violations for illegal drug use will not be tolerated.  Students will be subject to all school policies and will have a one-on-one meeting with me to discuss your participation in this program.
Grades: I ask you maintain B- in all your courses and do not fail any courses.  How you do in other courses affects your participation in this program.  If you are unable to participate in a concert or event because of your grades, you let the group down, you let me down, and most importantly, you have let yourself down.  Achieve to do the best you can in your other classes.  If your grades become a significant issue, I will work with you one-on-one to help keep your grades and homework at a level you are capable.  It is important you achieve in all of your classes and activities, not just choir.
Music Folder/Notebook

I ask students to bring a three-ring binder to choir which we will call your notebook.  This notebook will be used to keep track of your assignments in both choir and individual lessons.  At the end of the quarter, I will collect notebooks and look through them.  These notebooks will need to be up-to-date and have all materials at grading times.

Lessons

Individual lessons are required every quarter.  Individual lessons give me the chance to hear your individual voice and help with your individual vocal needs.  This is where you will improve the most as a singer.  As these are important, I require you make 6 lessons per quarter.

I will have times before and after school as well as during the day.  You need to sign up on the sheet posted with my available times to schedule your lesson.  You are responsible for getting your six lessons in; I will not hunt you down!  I am more than willing to work around schedules if need be.  Talk to me if you think this will be a problem.
Grading

Grades will be based on the following scale:
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Grade will consist of the following:

Lessons: 


30%

Concerts: 


25%

Music/Notebook: 

15%

Participation/Attendance: 

25%
Tests/Final


5%
