MIDDLE SCHOOL GENERAL SCIENCE GRADING AND CLASS RULES
MISS KURTH

GRADING:

The daily grade average will be determined by grades taken from in-text question sets, explorations (labs/activities), worksheets/handouts, review activities and handouts, and study packets.  The daily average will make up 20% of the final grade.

Quizzes will make up 20% of the final average; tests will make up 20% of the grade.  Small projects (chapter projects or those less than 50 points) will account for 15% of the final grade; large projects (multi-chapter, unit, or those worth more than 50 points) will account for 20% of the final grade.

Each student will have their permanent portfolio graded once each quarter.  The portfolio grade is 5% of the final grade.

Study packets will be made up of vocabulary words (in their notes), notes, and selected handouts.  Students should be sure to keep all materials for this packet; these are meant to be used as a study tool for quizzes and tests.

Students should be sure to put their names on all of their papers, and keep them in a safe place.  There will not be extra copies provided.

Handouts and question sets may also be used as makeup work for discussions missed because of an absence or if a student needs more time to master some skill or information.
Each item to be graded will be assigned a total number of points; the points you earn will be recorded in the grade book.  At the end of the quarter, the accumulated points will be totaled and divided by the total number of points.  A percentage may also be written on papers to give the student an approximate idea of what they might expect to receive for a letter grade.

Grading Scale:

A+  100%          A 94-99%      A-     92-93%

B+  90-91%       B   86-89%    B-   84-85%

C+  82-83%       C   76-81%     C-  74-75%

D+   72-73%      D   66-71%     D-  65%     F  64% and below
EXTRA CREDIT:

Extra credit may be earned by having all graded and non-graded homework completed each quarter; if all homework is completed, the daily grade average will be increased 1%.  Extra credit may also be earned by doing selected worksheets or questions, reading magazine or on-line articles of a science nature and writing summaries about them, solving problems, looking up some information, writing short reports, doing simple home experiments, etc.  Extra credit points are recorded on a separate sheet for each student; these points are added to their final grade at the end of the quarter.  Extra credit can raise a grade one or two levels, but do not expect extra credit to raise an ‘’’F” to a “B”.  Occasionally, small amounts of extra credit (1-3 points) may be added to the daily grade.
Extra credit may raise the final quarter grade accordingly:

20-30 points = 1%                             31-41 points = 2%           42-50 points = 4%

CLASSROOM RULES:

1. Be in the classroom before the second bell rings.  You are tardy if you are not completely in the room.  Each tardy will be a demerit.  Students are allowed one “free” tardy each quarter.

2. Bathroom and drinking fountain passes are to be granted for emergencies.  If the student has  been ill or is taking some medication that may require more frequent bathroom use of more hydrating, the student should inform me privately before class starts.  Bathroom and drink time will otherwise be held to the last 5 minutes of class or homework time, if possible.  If a student has demonstrated disruptive behavior or has constantly been off-task, they may not be allowed those privileges.
3. No phone privileges are given unless you can convince me that it is extremely important or unless the office calls you to the phone.  Do not have cell phones in the classroom!  Cell phones will be taken away if brought into the science rooms; the first time, the student may reclaim the cell phone at the end of the day.  The second time, the cell phone will be returned when a parent or guardian comes to pick it up.

4. No locker privileges; students should have their book, papers, pens, pencils, calculator, etc. each day.  If you leave the classroom after the second bell rings, you will be given a demerit.  You will be allowed one “free” locker tardy each quarter.  Three demerits will result in a 30 minute detention.

5. Students are to remain seated when the bell rings; I will dismiss them verbally.  This also applies when working in the lab.

6. No food or drink allowed unless prior approval is received; this includes gum.

7. Items on my desk are off limits to you, unless I give permission to get or use something.  There are two bookshelves that will hold resource books and things like rules, protractors, pens, pencils, color pencils, markers, etc., that students may use without asking permission.  
8. Keep desks clean; writing or drawing on them or poking holes or carving in them will earn demerits and detention time.

9. Students should use the following label on papers:

Miss Kurth                                   Science Grade and Section                           Student Name

Assignment                                                                                                            Date

10. Students should do assignment in pencil or dark blue or black ink.  Other color may be used to correct assignments.  Papers done in inappropriate colors will receive half-credit.  You will receive one warning before receiving half-credit.

11. Students are allowed one day for late work on projects; late work for daily work is not accepted.

If there are unusual circumstances that caused you to not have homework completed, the student should explain the circumstances before class so decisions and plans can be made.  Telling me after the assignment is corrected takes away possible options.

When the student return from an absence, they need to bring their absence slip to me at the start of class; I will give them an assignment sheet (or write the assignment on their slip) and give them any makeup work necessary.
If the student in going to prior out in advance of an absence, they need to make sure they turn in the necessary work before they go.  Most priors should be presented at least 2 days in advance.  For longer planned absences, some of the work will be required before going, some will be due immediately upon return, and some may be assigned due dates after the return of the student.

12. Text book should be covered at all times.  Keep book covers neat and periodically check that it is still actually covering the book.

13. All test papers will be put in the student’s classroom portfolio after they and parents have had a chance to review it.  One sample will be selected to transfer to their permanent portfolio at the end of the quarter.  The other tests will be returned to me.

14. Students coming to the science room during study hall to work on projects or makeup some work should get a pass from me.  Passes will be written on the pass page in their planner. Work may generally be made up from 7:30-8:15 A.M., during my prep period (8th hour), or from 3:30 to 4:30 P.M.  I have commons duty every third week from 8:00 – 8:15 A.M.  Faculty meeting are generally held every third Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 8:15 A.M.    Some work, like quizzes and tests, may be made up during the study halls I supervise (6th and 7th hours).  Students should let me know at least one day in advance if they want to some in before or after school to makeup work.
15. Science time should be used to do science work first.  If students finish early, they may work on extra credit, if there is some available.  They may read their AR books or work on other subjects if there is not any science assignment to work on or extra credit available.  Students caught working on other subjects when their science work is not done, will receive a warning the first time.  The second time the assignment will be taken away from them; it will be returned at the end of the period.  The third time the assignment will not be returned to them, and the teacher of the other subject will be informed of the matter.

8th Grade Science Units

1.  “Earth’s Changing Surface”

.Mapping Earth’s Surface

.Weathering and Soil Formation

.Erosion and Deposition

.A Trip  Through Geologic Time

2.  “Cells and Heredity”

.Cell Structure and Function

.Cell Processes and Energy

.Genetics:  The Science of Heredity

.Modern Genetics

.Changes Over Time (Darwin/Evolution Theory)

3.  “Chemical Interactions”

.Atoms and Bonding

.Chemical Reactions

.Acids, Bases, and Solutions

.Carbon Chemistry

4.  “Motion, Forces, and Energy”

.Motion

.Forces

.Forces in Fluids

.Work and Machines

.Energy

.Thermal Heat and Energy

5.  “Human Biology and Health”

.Bones, Muscles, and Skin

.Food and Digestion

.Circulation

.Respiration and Excretion

.Fighting Diseases

.Nervous system

.Endocrine System and Reproduction

6.  Frog Dissection

7TH GRADE SCIENCE UNITS

1.  “Earth’s Waters”

.Earth:  The Water Planet

.Fresh Water Sources

.Ocean Motions

.Ocean Zones

2.  “Astronomy”

.Earth, Moon and Sun

.Exploring Space

.The Solar System

.Stars, Galaxies, and the Universe
3.  “Weather and Climate”

.The Atmosphere

.Weather Factors

.Weather Patterns

.Climate and Change

4.  “Animals”

.Sponges, Cnidarians, and Worms

.Mollusks, Arthropods, and Echinoderms

.Fish, Amphibians, and Reptiles

.Birds and Mammals

.Animal Behavior

5.  “Chemical Building Blocks”

.Introduction to Matter

.Solids, Liquids, and Gases

.Elements and the Periodic Table

.Exploring Materials
