English Literature
(Survey of American Literature)

Course facts:	Required
		1 Semester (1st) 1 Credit
		Prerequisites: English I and English II
		
Why is it important to study literature?

     Literary studies should help students to think about fundamental problems of life -- the cycle of birth and death, the struggle for dominance, the quest for love, and how one's own life incarnates those eternal dramas.
     The subject matter of literature is life itself.  The author's task is to preserve our tragedies and triumphs, our fears and foibles, our insights and insufficiencies.  The writer seeks to discover and portray the essence of human existence.
     Good writers have the gift of exceptional insight.  They are able to see more clearly than most people.  They have been given the power to make enduring statements about the human condition.  Whether they put their statements into the form of a novel, an essay, a short story, or a poem is secondary to the significance of the statement itself.

In this course specifically:

     You will read a variety of material by American authors.

     You will build vocabulary and understanding of literary terms.

     You will take notes.

     You will take quizzes and tests.

     You will write about what you read.

     You will keep a reading/writing journal.  You will keep a journal on the reading assignments for the purpose of understanding the literary material and making it important to you personally.  Various types of entries will be made.  These entries should be one to two paragraphs long and legibly written.  I will tell you what to write about from time to time, but usually the choice will be yours.  Some times we will write before we read, other times we will write after.  Examples of entry types:  
     Plot Summary
     Character Analysis
     Description of Setting
     Discussion of Theme
     Discussion of Author's Technique - point of view, irony, suspense, etc.
     Comparison/Contrast
     Your Thoughts and Opinions

Specific units covered are
1.  Early American Literature
2.  American Romanticism (Including Transcendentalism)
3.  Literature of the Civil War Era
4.  Regionalism and Realism (Including Naturalism)
5.  Modern Literature
6.  Contemporary Literature


     Classroom Rules

1. Be nice.

2.  Be here on time with everything you need.  (Do your assignments before 
     you come to class – no “hurry up” finishing before the bell rings.  Points
     off if you have to go back to your locker.  Partial credit for incomplete 
     assignments is given.  Half credit is given for work a day late – zero 
     credit after that.)

3. Class time will be spent on work pertinent to this class.  (Do not work
on assignments for other classes.  Reading is allowed and encouraged 
if you finish what is assigned for the day.  Use the rest room before you come to class; stay in your seat until the bell rings.)  Absolutely no wasting time!

4. Make-up work will be taken care of before or after school (see participation grade).  If you are absent, have an admit slip when you come to class the next day, or it is an automatic 15 minute detention.  I will enforce the over 8 day absent policy by giving no credit for any work missed on days absent after 8.

5. Participate in discussions and activities in a positive manner.  


Detentions are assigned for violations of the rules.  They must be taken care of with me before or after school.  Arrange to make them up within a few days.








Grading system:

Points in this class will be earned in two categories:

	Homework, Classwork, Participation

			And

	Quizzes and Tests


Each category is worth 50% of your grade.


(High School Building policy now must include a daily participation grade which, in here, is incorporated in the first category.  This will consist of points earned for whatever we are doing that day in class, for example, reading, note-taking, writing, working at the computers, etc.  If you are absent, in order to earn those points, you must come in before or after school to see me about what you missed.  In most cases, you will just do whatever it is that you missed at that time.  Sometimes, I can give you an alternative assignment.  You will need to see me between 8:00 – 8:10 in the morning or right at 3:30 in the afternoon.  Students who prior out in advance will arrange a time with me when I sign their priors.)


High School policy is now a building-wide grading scale:

92	-	100	A
85	-	  92	B
71	-	  84	C
60 	-	  70	D
  0 	-	  59	F

