8th Grade Language Arts

Class Syllabus

Classroom Rules

1.  Come to class with a positive attitude and give a good effort in all you do.

2.  Respect the rights, feelings and property of all others in the classroom.

3.  Come to class prepared to learn.

4.  Speak at appropriate times, listen at appropriate times.

5.  Complete all assignments neatly and on time.

Materials

Bring the following material to class each day.

Reading – Pencil, checking pen, student planner, textbook, notebook, folder, AR book

English – Pencil, checking pen, student planner, notebook, folder, writing workshop folder, 

               AR book

Curriculum Outline

Reading  - First and Second Quarter


      Autobiographies and biographies, short stories, non-fiction, folktales


      Reading skills – Reading strategies, context clues, making inferences, drawing conclusions, main 

                                 idea and details, fact/opinion, cause /effect, etc.

      Literary elements – Tone, plot, characterization, conflict, theme, point of view

      Third Quarter

      Poetry, drama, and novels


      Reading skills – Analyzing, evaluating, author’s purpose, interpreting, etc. 

                  Literary elements – Lyrics, rhyme, repetition, imagery, metaphor and simile, figurative language, 

                                                alliteration, directions, dialogue and monologue, etc. 


     Fourth Quarter


     Novels, short stories, non-fiction


     Reading skills – Author’s purpose, point of view, paraphrasing and summarizing, compare and 

                                             contrast, etc.


     Literary elements – Titles and subheadings, text features, irony, etc.

Language – First Quarter 

                   Grammar – Capitalization, punctuation, subject/ predicate

                   Writing Workshop


       Author study

                   Second Quarter


       Grammar – Nouns and verbs


       Writing Workshop


       Author study

                    Third Quarter


        Grammar – Pronouns, Adjectives, Adverbs, Prepositions


        Writing Workshop


       Author study

 
       Fourth Quarter


       Research skills - Bibliographies, Underlining, Quotation marks, Outlining


        Research report

Vocabulary tests will be given each Friday of a five-day week and most four-day weeks in reading.
Late Work Policy

Work is to be completed and turned in during the day and class period in which it is due.  Assignments can be turned in by the end of the day for a 10% reduction in grade two times each quarter in either reading or English by using a late assignment coupon. If you must go back to your locker to get an assignment, it is counted as a late score. After your two late assignment coupons are used, all other assignments count as a zero.

Accelerated Reader

Each student will set goals with Mrs. Privia each quarter for AR.  Students will set a point goal, a reading level goal, and the percentage goal is 85%.  The student’s grade will be determined by how close they come to meeting these goals.
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Assignment Percentages

Reading






English

Daily Assignments – 50%




Daily Assignments – 50%

Vocabulary  tests – 25%




Writings – 50%

Accelerated Reading – 25%

Discipline

Students that do not follow the classroom rules will receive the following consequences:

1st offense – Name on the board – Warning

2nd offense – Essay – An essay not completed by the following day will result in a detention.

3rd offense – Detention – You have two days in which to serve a thirty-minute detention. If the detention is 

Not served in that time, it will double. Detentions may be served from 7:45 – 8:15 or 

3:30 – 4:00.

4th offense – Mr. Curtis

Behavior marks will be given if students need to go to their lockers to get forgotten materials, for the offenses listed above, and any minor problems the teacher feels warrants a mark.

Pet Peeves
Do not borrow things off my desk!

Do your work in pencil, and erase mistakes.  Don’t scribble them out!

Do not hand in paper with fringes on them. Cut them off or use loose leaf paper.









